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ELKCTROHIC AFPAHATtlS WITH BACKLIGHTING DEVICE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . Field of the Invention 

The prese^nt invention relates to an electronic apparatus, 
ana more particularly, to an electronic apparatus equipped with 
5 a backlighting device for T^acklighting a display and an input 
device . 

2. Description of tlie Prior Art 

An electronic apparatus sucii as typically a cellular phone 
terminals personal -handy phone system (PHS) terminal, a portable 

10 information pirqcessing device, an electronic databook, a pager, 
etc. is pxovicled with a display such as an liquid- crystal display 
and an input device having a plurality of Keys to display or edit 
necessary infoxmation. A recent electronic apparatus is also 
provided with a backlighting device to maJte the display visible 

15 in a darK place and to prevent erroneous operations In the input 
device during input operations- For- example, when characters or 
symbols are input through the keypad in a data Input mode, the 
backlighting device automatically backlights the display and the 
input device , allowing easy data input opsration in a dark place , 

20 However, a backlighting device also consumes current 

correspondingly and continuous backlighting consumes power more 
than necessary. Thus, various improvements aiming at more 



^ 2001 02/02 FRI 12:37 FM 03 3288 3222 Ktsuragi Patent FOLEY & LARDNER 



81004/040 



FQ5-522 2 

efficient power consumption in the backlighting have been 
proposed. Thfeire has t>een widely known, for example, an 
electronic apparatus having a timer therein to control the 
backlighting time . More specifically t the electronic apparatus 
5 tiarns on the backlighting device and starts time measurement by 
the timer when e key input operation is made . After a lapse of 
a predeterminea time, the backlighting is automatically turned 
off. Such a configuration can avoid a reduction of the life of 
a battery caused by long-time lighting Induced by the user 

10 forgetting to turn it off, etc. 

Furthermore, ^ another conventional exajttple, the ON/ OFF 
control technique for the backlighting has been disclosed in 
Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 9-252342. More specifically, a 
portable telephone with a backlit display is provided with a 

15 light-Intensity detector ths-t detects surrounding light 

intensity, a time -of -day clocks and a battery monitor that detects 
the remaining quantity of a battery. And the brightness of the 
backlit display is determined based on the surrounding light 
Intensity, the time of day, and the remaining quantity of the 

20 battery. 

However, in the prior art that controls the backlighting 
time with a timer, the backlighting turns on for a predetermined 
time with constant brightness. Accordingly, when a Key is 
pressed once, the backlighting continues for a while even after 
25 the press of the key, thus consuming power more than necessary. 
Furthermore, when key input operations are performed 
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consecutively, one key operation is followed by another key 
operation befoxe the backliglnt llglxting time tox the first key 
operation times out. As a result the iDackligbting remains 
continuously, whicjh accelerates the eJiortenlng of the life of 
5 the battery. This power consumption Is particularly noticeable 
when input operations are carried out for a long time 
consecutively in data input mode, which is set to mcLke use of 
functions sucti as mail transmission/reception and registration 
of telephone numbers in a telephone directory. 
10 Furthermore, the portable telephone disclosed in the 

Japanese Patent Laid-open No. 9-252342 determines the brightness 
based on the surrounding light intensity, the time of day, and 
(1 the battery remaining quantity to adjust the brightness of the 

backlighting. Thus, since the brightness is adjusted 
.^J 15 irrespective of the screen display status and operating mode, 
'■'i the brightness is set to a level higher than necessary, which 

leads to acceleration of power consumption. Moreover, the 
f "1 brightness of the backlighting is generally set to a relatively 

; high level attaching greater importance to visibility and design 
20 fa-ctojTs. But from the standpoint of redacting power: cons\imption 
it is desirable to reduce the brightness to a necessary minimum 
level, especially in a battezry-powered electronic device. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
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The present inven-tioii has been aciiievea by taJtlng into 
account the points as described above and it is an object of the 
present invention to provide an eXectrpnic appaxatus and a control 
method capable of suppressing excessive power consumption while 
5 maintaining necessary brightness . 

According to an aspect of the present invention, an 
electronic apparatus includes-, a display section; an input 
section having a plurality of teys; a backlighting section for 
backlighting the display section and/ or the input section; a mode 
10 detecting section for detecting a currently set operation mode 
that is one of predeteinxiined operation modes when performing a 
function; and a backlighting control section for controlling 
brxghtness of the backlighting section depending on the currently 
set operation mode. 
il 15 "Hie predetermined operation modes may include a data input 

'■iJ mode and a data display mode, wherein the backlighting control 

section reduces the brightness of the backlighting section when 
l^^ the data input mode has been set. 

I -J The electronic apparatus may further include a mobile 

20 telephone section performing a mobile telephone function. The 
tj predetermined operation modes may include a data input mode, a 

data display mode and a communication status display mode. The 
mobile telephone section may have a plurality of functions 
including a voice communication function, a mailing function, 
25 a short -messaging function, a phone directory function, a 
scheduling function, and a game function. The backlighting 
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control section may reduce the brightness of the backlighting 
section when the data input mode has been set- 

The electronic apparatus may father iiiclude an information 
processing section on which one of a plurality of programs runs 
5 to generate a corresponding function. Hie predetermined 

operation modes may include a text mode, a graphic mode . a display 
mode, a data input modes, and a data display mode, which are 
operation modes in a function that is one of previously installed 
functions and functions to be generated by a plurality of 

10 application programs. The bac3clighting control section may 

reduce the brightness o£ the backlighting section when the data 
input mode has been set. The plurality of programs may include 
a brightness designation program, wherein the backlighting 
control section controls brightness of the backligntlng section 

15 depending on a designated brightness level obtained by rtmning 
the brightness designation program on the information processing 
section. 

The electronic apparatus may further include a 
brightness -change selector for selecting one of a change mod© 

20 and a no -change mode in brightne^^ depending on a user's 

Instruction inputted through the input section, wherein the 
backlighting control section changes the brightness of the 
backlighting section depending on the currently set operation 
mode when the change mode is selected and does not change the 

25 brightness of the backlighting section when the no- change mode 
is selected. 
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rme backligliting control section may include; a brightness 
determining sectxQn for determining brightness o£ the 
bacJciighting depending on a. currently set operation mode to 
produce a brightness determination signal; and a brightness 
5 control section for controlling the brightness of the 

backlighting depending on the brightness determination signal. 
The brightness determining section may determine brightness of 
the backlighting as one of a plurality of brightness levels 
depending on the currently set operation mode* The brightness 
10 control section may control the brightness of the backlighting 
depending on a determined brightness level. 

1?he brightness control section may include i a plurality 
of resist er circuits connected to each of a plnrality of 
■"=4 light -emitting elements provided in the backlighting section, 

y 15 the resister circuits having different resistance values 



corresponding to the plurality of brightness levels, 
respectively; and A selector for selecting one of the resister 
circuits depending on the determined brightness level to adjust 



an amount of current flowing through each of the light -emitting 



The brightness control section raay include a chopper 
circuit connecting a power supply to the baclclightlng section, 
for ad:lust an amount of current flowing through each of the 
light -emitting elements in the bac}cllghtlng section depending 
25 on the determined brightness level. 



SI 20 



elements in the backlighting section. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a block Olagram showing an internal circuit 
configuration of a portable telephone that is an electronic 
apparatus according to an embodiinent of the present invention; 

5 FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a brightness control 

circuit employed in an electronic apparatus according to a first 
embodiment of the present invention* 

[3 FIG, 3 is a block diagram showing a brightness control 

circuit employet^ in an electronic apparatus according to a second 
'4 embodiment of the present invention; 

VbJ FIG. 4 is a circuit diagram showing an example of a 

cicrmfoination of led controller and a LED unit in the electronic 
apparatus according to the first or second embodiment ; 

FIG. 5 is a circuit diagram showing another example of a 
^5 combination of LED coiitroller and a I^ED unit in the electronic 
apparatus according to the first or second embodiment; 

FIG. 6 Is a flow chart showing a backlighting control 
operation of an electronic apparatus; and 
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FIG . 7 is a flow cliart showing another backlighting control 
operatioa of the electronic apparatus. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

With reference to the attached drawings, prefferred 
5 esmhodiments of the present invention will be described in detail 
here&fter. Her^^ a mobile telephone terminal is taken as an 
example. Needless to say^ the present invention is also 
applicable to another type of electronic apparatus such as a PHS 
terminal, a pager, or an information processing device. 
iO Referring to FIG, 1, a mobile telephone is provided with 

^ a liguld- crystal display (LCD) 101 and an input device, whidi 

; J are hacklit by a backlighting LED unit 103 under control of a 

"'*.„:^ control unit 105 . The inpiat device 102 is a Xey operation section 

IM composed of a ten -key pad and othei: necessary xeys including an 

^r-.^ 15 enter key and a power on/ off key. The backlighting LED unit 103 
f"J has a plurality of light -emitting diodes (LEDs) therein. 

The LCD 101 Is driven by an LCD driver 104 controlled by 
I ? the control unit 105. The control tmit 105 includes a channel 

Codec, a microprocessor, a read-only itiemoxy (ROM), and other 
20 necessary components, which are not shown in fig. 1. The ROM 
stores various control programs, which are to run on the 
inicroprooessor . The control programs may include a mode 
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detection program, a brightness control program, and mobile 
telephone control programs - 

The mobile telepbone ig further provided, with a brightness 
controller 106, an LED controller 107, and a power controller 
5 iOS. The brightness controller 106 controls the LED controller 
107 depending on a mode detection signal (MODE) received from 
the control unit 105. The LSD controller 107 Inputs a power- 
supply voltage V^^ from the power controller 108 and supplies a 
controlled power to the bacKlighting LED unit 103 under control 

10 Of the brightness controller lo6 . Therefore, the light intensity 
of th^ backlicrhtlng LED unit 103 is controlled depending on the 
mode detection signal, 

A brightness control circuit according to a first 
embadiment of the present invention will be described with 

15 reference to FIG. 2. 

As shown in FIG, 2, an electronic apparatus 1 such as a 
mobile telephone terminal or an information processing device 
includes a mode setting section 10, a mode detecting section 20, 
a brightness controller 30, an LKD controller 40 and a 

20 backlighting led unit 50. 

The mode setting section 10 sets an operating status (mode) 
regarding the display or input device when the functions 
incorporated in the electronic apparatus 1 are executed- The 
functions Incorporated in the electronic apparatus 1 include a 

25 voice coinmunication function, electronic -itiaillng function. 
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sliort-inessaging function, telephone directory function, 
scheduling function, game playing function, and the likes. 

The mode setting section 10 can select one o£ a plurality 
of modes including data input mode that allows data input using 
5 the input device of the electxonic apparatus, data displaying 
mode that displays stored data on the display, communicjation 
status displaying mode that displays communication-related 
information, and the likes. 

ruhe inoQiporated functions and the modes have the following 
10 relationship. For example^ the electronic -mailing function has 
a mail creation mode, a transmission mode, and a reception mode* 
etc. The mail creation mode needs the data Input mode. It is 
■ 1 also necessary to set the data input mode for the telephone 

directory function and the scheduling function. In this way, a 
= 15 plurality of modes are set for a single function and mode switching 
\:l may be mad© even when a function is in progress. 

Ir- The mode detecting Bection 20 deteots the mode that is set 

^ by the mods setting section 10. This detection can be performed 

h=l by receiving a mode setting signal indicative of the content of 

fU 20 the mode from the mode setting section 10. After reception of 
; the mode setting signal, the mode detecting section 20 outputs 
a mode detection signal . The brightness controller 30 determines 
the brightness of the bacKlighting LED unit 50 based on the mode 
detection signal received from the mode detecting section 20. 
25 The brightness refers to the level of lightness obtained by 
measuring luminous intensity or light intensity. 
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For example, the brightness controller 30 can reduce the 
Ijrlghtness of the backlighting LED unit 50 when a mode detection 
signal indicates that the currently set mode is the data input 
mode. If such a determination is made, it is poeeihle to reduce 
5 the brightness of the bacKllght conventionally set to a relatively 
high level taking into account the visibility of the user and 
design factors to a miaimum level necessary for displaying* 
Therefore, it is po^^ible to suppress excessive power 
consumption. 

10 The LED controller 40 adjusts and controls the backlighting 

LED unit 50 in accordance with the brightness determined by the 
brightness controller 30, The backlighting E.ED unit 50 is 
configured by LEDs (light -emitting diodes) or EL 
(electroluminescent) elements . And the backlighting led unit 50 

15 backlights the display such as LCD and the keys of the input 
device . 

Such a configuration makes it possible to determine and 
adjust the brightness of the backlighting LED unit 50 suitable 
for each of the modes of the functions incorporated in the 

20 electronic apparatus 1 . Therefore, it is possible to efficiently 
consume power and extend the life of the battery. 

Referring to FIG. 3, the electronic apparatus 1 can also 
be provided with a brightness selecting section 60 that allows 
the user to determine whether the brightness of the backlight 

25 should be changed or not. The brightness selecting section 60 
causes a display section 70 to display a selection Instruction 
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sucti as "Do you clnange bx-ightness of backlight? YES^l^ N0=0"' or 
""Do you wish power saving when entering characters? YES^l, 1^0=0*^ . 
The display section 70 is not limited to an LCD, but can b© 
configmred by anything that has the function of displaying 
5 information and images and needs illumination by backlighting . 

Then, the brightness selecting section 60 receives the 
selection result input through the input section 80 and $endg 
the selection result signal to the brightness controller 30 , The 
brightness controller 30 determines the brightness of the 

10 backlighting T>RD unit 50 based on the received selection result 
signal and the mode detection signal sent from the mode detecting 
section 20- Provision Of this brightness selecting section. 60 
allows the user of the electronic apparatus 1 to change or adjust 
the brightness of the backlighting LED imit 50 at the user's 

15 discretion. This allows the user to adjust the display section 
70 to the most retiuired bx-ightness and therefore save power 
consumption effectively, 

As shown in FIG. 4^ the LED controller 40 is provided with 
a power control circuit 42 composed of a pliirality of pairs of 

20 resistors 41.1 and 41.2 connected in par*allel corx-esponding in 
number with LEDs 51, which are a plurality of light -emit ting 
diodes making up the backlighting led unit 50. And a selector 
switch 43 selects one of the resistors 41.1 and 41.2 to supply 
the power supply voltage V^rt. to a selected one depending on the 

2 5 brightness control signal received from the brightness 
controller 30 - 
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Here, each of the plurality of LEDs 51 is connected in series 
with a corresponding one of the resistors 41.1 and 41.2. The 
nrnnber of resistors connected to a single led is determined 
depending on the numher of brightness levels. The resistance 
5 v^lue3 of the resistors are determined depending on the brightness 
of the backlighting LED unit 50. For example, in the case where 
brightness is set to one of three levels, three resistors 41.1, 
41.2, and 41.3 having resistance values each corresponding to 
the three levels of brightness are provided for each of the LEDs 
10 51. The selector switch 43 selects one of the resistors 41* i, 
41.2, and 41.3 depending on the brightness determined by the 
brightness controller 30, 

In FIG, 4, two resistors 41.1 and 41.2 are connected to 
each LED 51, but the number of resistors is not limited to 2. 
15 As the selector switch 43, a 3-position slide switch is used, 
but the selector switch 43 is not lUnited to this. 

As shown in PIG. 5, the LED controller 40 can also be 
provided with a chopper circuit 44. "Phe chopper circuit 44 
normally outputs an intennittent rectangular pulse or saw-tooth 
20 pulse current. Therefore, it is possible to control ttie 

brightness of the LEDs 51 by adjusting the average output while 
changing the shape of a pulse or the interval between the rising 
and falling edges. Since this control enables analog-like 
changes, it is possible to adjust the brightness of the 
25 backlighting LED unit 50 best suited to the currently set mode. 
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Such a configuration of tJie LED controller 40 malces it 
possible to easily adjust the brightness of the LEDs 51, that 
is, the brightness Of the backlighting LED unit 50 with a simple 
circuit configuration. ThuG ^ it ie possible to provide efficient 
5 power consTomption saving and thereby extend the life of the power 
supply. Besifle the above configuration, the LED controller 40 
can also be configured by an inverter controller or variable 
resistor allowing adjustment of current flowing through the LEDs 
51. 

10 Hereafter, taicLng a mobile telephone terminal 1 of FIG- 

3 as an example y & brightness adjustment operation thereof will 
b© described. 

Referring to FIG. 6, when power is turned on (step SIO), 
'^=:J the mobile telephone teiminal 1 is placed in a standby state 

, 15 waiting for a call to arrive. In this state, it is assumed that 
|i| the backlighting LED unit 50 is not driven. Then, the brightness 

^.2 selecting section 60 deteinnines whether the brightness of the 

bacKlightlng is set to be changeable by a selection instruction 
J 1 of the user (step S12) . When the brightness of the backlighting 

20 is set to be changeable (YES at step S12) , the display 70 displays 
f-^ a selection instruction menu to prompt the user to determine 

t"^"' whether the brightness of the backlighting LED unit 50 should 

be changed or not, that is, whether a power- saving mode should 
be set or not (step S14). 
25 In response to the display of this selection instruction 

menu, when the result of selection whether the brightness should 
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be changed or not Is Input from the input tievic^ 80 (step SIQ) , 
the selection x-esult signal is stored in a memory (not shown) 
via the brightness fi^lfeoting section 60. In the case whare the 
bx-ightness of the backlighting is not set to selection mo^e (NO 
5 a,t step neither step S14 nor step S16 is performed. 

Thereafter > when an operation to execute a function 
incorporated in the mobile telephone texmin&l l i$ perfoxined 
through the input device 80. a function menu is displayed on a 
screen of the display 70 (step S18). When a function to be 
10 executed is selected from the function raeau displayed (step S20) , 
the initial image of the selected function is displayed on the 
display 70 and thereby the mode setting section 10 sets a mode 

. for the selected function (step S22 ) . After the setting, the mode 

detecting section 30 detects the content of the mode set by the 

U) 15 mode setting section 10 (step S24) . A mode detection signal 



indicative of the setting content i^ sent to the brightness 
controller 30 . 

In the case where the selection result has been input at 
the step S16, the brightness controller 30 receives the mode 



selection result Signal from the memory via the brightness 
selecting section 60. 

The brightness controller 30 then determines whether the 
brightness of the baOOLighting should be changed or not , depending 
25 on the mode detection signal or both the detection signal and 
selection result signal (step S26). When it is determined that 



20 



detection signal from the mode detection section 20 and the 
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tile brightness of the backlighting should be changed (YES at step 
S26) , the birightness of the ba.ckligh.ting LED unit 50 is detennined 
(step S28). The dfetsnuinfed. brightness is ssnt from the 
brightness controller 30 to the LED controller 40 as a 
5 determination signal. Then, the LED controller 40 adjusts the 
brightness of the backlighting LED unit 50 depending on the 
determination signail (step S30). When it is deteimined at the 
St ftp S26 that the brightness of the backlighting should not be 
changed (NO at step S26) , neither the step S28 nor the step S30 

10 is perfoimed. Thereafter, the steps S24-S30 are repeatedly 
performed every time the mode is switched (^ES at step S32>. 

Such a configuration of the mobile telephone termineLl X 
makes it possible to adjust the brightness of the backlighting 
LED unit 50 depending on a cnxrently set mode- This configuration 

15 also allows the user to change the brightness of the backlighting 
LED unit 50 at the user's discretion. This makes it possible to 
suppress power consumption at the backlighting LED unit 50 to 
a necessary tntnimum and thereby extend the life of the battery. 
The steps Sl2, S14 and S16 (setting of brightness selection 

20 by the user) can also be performed after the step S18- That is, 
it is also possible to display menu items such as "power -saving 
mode' and "illumination adjustment mode" in the function menu 
and to perform the steps SI 4 and SI 6 depending on the user's 
selection. Furthermore, after the selection result has been 

25 input at th© step S16, it is also possible for the brightness 
selecting section 60 to continue to output the selection result 
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signal to the brightness controller 30* In this case, when the 
brightness CQntrollex 30 receives a made detectipn signal, the 
brightness oontroller 30 det^mtLnfeS the brightness of the 
backlighting based on the detection signal and selection result 
5 signal. 

Hereafter, taking a portable inf onnation processing device 
of FIG. 2 as an example, a brightness adjustment operation thereof 
will be described. In this case, the brightness adjustment is 
performed depending on a currently set mode of an incorporated 
10 fiinction and an executed program. 

The electronic apparatus 1 in this embodiment is a portable 
information processing apparatus typified by a portable personal 
7^, computer, a mobile tool, an electronic databook, etc. The 

portable information processing apparatus 1 has a configuration 
III 15 as shown in FIG . 2 as in the case of the first embodiment . However, 

the portable information processing apparatus 1 executes 
f:i incorporated functions and stored software programs including 

Z.^^ application programs . Therefore , the target for mode setting and 

§ y detection is the mode in execution of incorporated function and 

^;rj 20 software program. The modes include te?ct mode, graphic mode, 
Lj displaying mode in a plurality of layers, data inputting mode 

and data displaying mode, etc . One of these modes may be selected 
or a plurality of these modes may be set. 

When a detection signal indicative of the setting that data 
25 input is allowed is input, the brightness controller 30 can 
determine that the brightness of the baoKlighting is reduced. 
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Such a determination makes it possible to suppress to a minimuin 
level necessary for data displgLying brightness o£ the 

backiigh^t , which is conventionally set no a relatively high level 
taking into account the visxt>ility condition o£ the user and 
5 design factors, etc. Therefore, power consumption more than 
necessary can be suppressed. 

Referring to FIG- 7, when th6 portable Information 
processing apparatus 1 is powered on, a menu of executable 
software programs is displayed (step S50), when a softwEire 
10 program to be executed Is selected from this menu, the selected 
progr-am starts r-unning (step S52) . At the time of starting 
execration, the modfe Setting Afection 10 sets the mode of the 
r, softwaxe program to be executed [step S54). The set mode is 

: detected by the mode detecting section 20 (step £56} and sent 

ly 15 to the brightness controller 30 as a mode detection signal. 
"li Upon receipt of the mode detection signal, the brightness 

V.l controller 30 determines the brightness depending on the 

; currently set mode and sends the determijiatlon signal to the LED 

m controller 40 (step 556). Then, the LED controller 40 adjusts 

2D the brightness of the backlighting based on the detentiination 
signal (step S60) . Then, the steps S56-S60 are repeatedly 
performed every time the mode is switched to a new one (YES at 
step S62) . 

The portable inf ormation processing apparatus 1 may be 
2 5 provided with a brightness selecting section 60 as shown in PIG. 
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3, In tills case, tlie operations from the steps S12-X6 of FIG. 
6 (brightness selection by ttie user) can be performed. 

Such a conf i^ration of tHe portable Information processing 
apparatus 1 imkes it possible to ad[:5ust the brightness of the 
5 backlighting LED unit 50 suited to a software program currently 
being executed. Thereby, it is possible to suppress power 
consumption to a minimmn. 

In this embodiment, the mo<ae detecting section 20 detects 
th© mode set by the mode setting section 10 and the brightness 
10 controller 30 determines the brightness of the backlighting hETy 
unit 50 based on the detected mode setting content. However, in 
the case where the application software to be executed 
incorporates a program designating the brightness of the 
hJl backlighting (brightness designating program), it is also 

15 possible to execute this bri^tnesg designating program to adjust 
the brightness of the backlighting led unit 50- 
' Such an application program makes it possible to backlight 

|:j the display and the input device at specified brightness of a 

required amount, resulting in reduced power consumption to a 
fy 20 necessary minimum. 

rr addition to the mobile telephone and the portable 

information processing apparatus described in the above 
embodiments, an electronic apparatus according to the present 
invention can also be configured by another device or apparatus 
25 provided with a display such as LCD. For example, when the 

present invention is applied to a digital display clock including 
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an LCD , It is posslt?le to adjust the brightness of the backlighting 
depending on a fuaction execution status such as a normal time 
displaying status , data inpiit status for correction of the time , 
and other modes of respective functions . 
5 Furthermore, when the present Invention is applied to a 

liquid- crystal Television set, a car navigation system, etc. , 
it is possihle to adjust the brightness of the backlighting 
depending on a display mode, for example, character displaying 
mode or Image displaying mode. In the case of a LCD display game 

10 loachine, it is also possible to enhance stage effects by changing 
the brightness of the backlighting depending on the type of a 
game or the development of a story in progress . 

As described above, the electronic apparatus according to 
the present invention can adjust the brightness of the 

15 backlighting depentpLLng on a currently set mode of an incorporated 
function or a stored software program . Therefore , the electronic 
apparatus according to the present invention can suppress power 
consumption of the backlighting to a necessary minimum and extend 
the life of a battery. 

20 F\irther, it is possible fox- the usex to obtain the 

brightness that the user recognizes it necessary by provision 
of means for making the user select whether the brightness of 
the backlighting should be changed or not , thereby making it 
possible to effectively use power, 

25 In the case where the data input mode is set, the brightness 

of tha backlighting can be reduced. Therefore, excess power 
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consumption can be avoided when the backlighting is continuously 
needed . 

Furthermore, incorporating a brightness designating 
program into application software makes it possible to adjust 
5 the backlight to a level of brightness necessary to execute an 
application program and thereby suppress power consumption 
effectively. 

Moreover, connecting a plurality of resistors or a chopper 
circuit in series to LEDs making up the backlighting LED unit 
0 in the brightness controller and providing a selector switch to 
cOiange between these resistors make it possible to adjust the 
brightness of the backlighting with a small and simple circuit . 



